
                                          
4 MARCH 2013

AFCC 4 FEBRUARY 2013 BOD MEETING MINUTES

Prepared by: COL(MA) Dean Saluti, Secretary
ATTENDEES:
MG(MA) Joseph Carter, MG(MA) Robert Davenport, COL Richard Matlak, COL Robert Soldani, 
COL William Wood, COL(MA) Dean Saluti, COL(MA) John Silva,  LTC Brett Conaway, MAJ Bryan 
Pillai, 
CPT Christopher Cunningham, CW3 Edwin Stedman, John O’Brien, Gus Niewenhous, John Beale, Dr. 
John Christoforo, Craig Brown

NOT PRESENT:
BG John Hammond, BG(MA) William Hurley, COL Thomas Finn, COL(MA) Len Wolfe, LTC Allen 
Aldenberg , LTC Michael Finer, LTC Lawrence DiNardo, CSM Brian Branley, CSM Bill Davidson, 
Charles Fazio, Ron Brennan, John Cunningham, Arthur Burt, Paul Mendonca

MEETING REPORT:
Opening:
The AFCC Board Meeting opened at the Museum at 1830hrs with the Pledge of Allegiance led by AFCC 
First Vice President, 
COL(MA) John Silva.

Secretary’s Report:
COL(MA) Saluti  presented the AFCC 7 JAN 2013 BOD Meeting Minutes. The Minutes were reviewed 
and approved with minor corrections concerning the price of the plaques ($300-$350 for each plaque).

Treasurer’s Report:
CW3 Stedman reported that there is $12.8K in the AFCC Operating Account, and that all bills were paid. 
He stated that there is $8.8K in the restricted Unit Family Fund and that there is $4.2K in the restricted 
Unit Morale Fund. 

Finance Committee:
COL Soldani presented the Finance Committee Report. He stated that the AFCC holdings were now at 
$433.8K.  He stated that the AFCC holdings continue to grow. He again reminded the AFCC BOD that 
this growth is the result of  LTC Finer’s aggressive investment model. The balance increased $11K in 
January 2013 alone. The Finance Committee Report was accepted unanimously.

Active Unit Report:
CPT Cunningham presented the Active Unit Report detailing Unit activities and status. An update was 
given on Active Unit deployments. The 972 Company will return from deployment in April. The 747 
Company is preparing to be deployed to Cuba. Unit AT will be in June at Camp Edwards.  

CPT Cunningham reported on the plaque(s) for the Sergeant Scott A. Miller Award. A mockup of the 
plaque’s appearance was distributed and was well received by the AFCC BOD. However, the Active Unit 
has been requested to provide more detail on the appearance of the plaque. The cost of the plaque(s) will 
be from $300-350. These plaques will be paid for from the AFCC Operating Account as unanimously 
voted upon. 



Membership: 
LTC Conaway gave the Membership Report. He provided a handout that listed 6 new members – 
MG(MA) L. Scott Rice, CW5 Joseph A. Quinn, LTC Richard Ehrlichman, MAJ Ken Wisniewski, LTC 
Michael Dubinsky, and Jack Arena.  He provided membership statistics – 244 Annual Members and 95 
Life Members, for a total of 339 AFCC members. LTC Conaway is scheduling a New Member Meet and 
Greet for Sunday, 10 MAR 2013, 1500-1800 hrs. 

Website Committee: 
COL Matlak reported that the AFCC website is progressing. 

Collections Committee:
COL(MA) Silva and COL Wood gave the Collections Committee Report and stated that they had 
completed the Smith and Wollensky inventory of loaned AFCC holdings. A list of the few items that have 
not yet been accounted for has been forwarded to the Smith and Wollensky Manager. LTC DiNardo 
discussed the Smith and Wollensky loan agreement and expressed that he will be updating the contract to 
include provisions for change of Smith and Wollensky ownership and insurance requirements.  

Dr. John Christoforo stated that he remembered from childhood various artifacts that were on display in 
the old Armory that did not seem to be in our current collection. He asked about the disposition of these 
artifacts. Dr. Christoforo’s question prompted a lengthy presentation from Curator Craig Brown. The 
Curator gave the history of all of the organizations headquartered at the old Armory and their artifacts. It 
was clear from the Curator’s presentation that many artifacts in the old Armory did not belong to the First 
Corps but belonged to other historical organizations. The First Corps’ holdings have been meticulously 
inventoried and are either at the current Museum location, at Smith and Wollensky, or at the Boston 
University library. The Curator had no knowledge of the location of the artifacts that did not belong to the 
First Corps. 

Museum Report:
Craig Brown, the Curator, gave the Museum Report. The Curator’s Report detailed what was meant by “I 
am currently clearing out unwanted/unusable exhibit materials and dealing with whatever else may turn 
up in the process” from last month’s written Museum Report. His presentation detailed the Museum’s 
“formal artifact decommissioning process.” It was clear that he was referring to the disposal of waste 
material from the recent third floor construction in his Report from last month.  

Constitution/Bylaws Update Committee:
Gus Niewenhous presented the Report on the AFCC Constitution/Bylaws update. He stated that the 
Committee has nearly completed all proposed updates and that these updates will be presented to the 
AFCC BOD for approval at the MAR BOD meeting. 

There was much discussion led by COL Wood concerning the cost of Life Membership. COL Wood 
suggested that Life Membership be 15 times the Annual dues - $750. Gus Niewenhous reminded COL 
Wood that the Life Membership cost can be changed at any time by the AFCC BOD without changing the 
Constitution/Bylaws with the wording that the Update Committee had put into place. 

There was some discussion of the confusion between a Veteran Member of the Active Unit and a Veteran 
of the Armed Forces who is a member of the Association. There was also some discussion concerning a 
category called “Honorary Member.” 



Gus Niewenhous’ Report and the work of the Update Committee was well received by the AFCC BOD. 

House Report:
John O’Brien gave the House Report and stated that there were no important points to be discussed at this 
time. However, he did state that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts elevator inspection was 
successfully passed. Also, he stated that National Grid will be coming to the Museum to inspect the gas 
lines.

A written request from AFCC BOD member BG Hammond was received by John O’Brien for the Home 
Base Program utilization of the Museum for an event. A motion was passed to accept a waiver for 
charging BG Hammond’s organization for the use of the Museum. 

Events:
The local Army War College graduates and current class have again scheduled the Museum for a 
reception to be held this year on 25 MAR. 

The annual Giggles event is scheduled for 24 APR. 

President’s Report: 
COL Finn was not present to give the President’s Report.  

Old Business/New Business: None

The next meeting will be held on Monday, 4 MAR 2013. Meeting adjourned at 2000 hrs. 


